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L NIEL, Brdno oz 'y 1899°ai TUKUMS, Latvia

. SUBJYCOT attended a privary and secondary school in RIGA and later studied at
Riga University in RIGA, Latvia, and completed his studies at the lLaw Unlversity .
—1n RIGA in 1926 or 1927. SUBJECT's father, Dr. Paulis KALNIRS, and mother, Klara !
KALNINS, woere Roth members of the right wing of the Latvian Social-Demoaratic Par- '
%y and sat as eleoted members in the Latvian Parliament. SUBJECT took part in thse '
. War of Lideration (Freiheitskreig) from the years 1919 to 1920, JFor this reason i
in 1930 or 1931 the Soclal Democratic members of the Latvian Parlisment demunded |
that he bde appointed a Lisutenant in the Latvian Army. Froa 1935 antil 1934 SUd- .
JEOT was known as & left-wing mesber of the Latvian Socisl-Democratic Party and as
a memdber of Parliament. SUBJECT was also an organiser and leader of a Latvian i
youth organitation known as "S82 (¥orkers Sport and Guard), which became a para- '
nilitary backer of the left-wing of the Sociml-Democratic Party, although alleged- !
ly organised to protect Socialist spsakers at political rallies. ¥hen Karlis !
"ULKANIS became virtual dictator of Latvia through a coup oa 15 May 1934, SUBJEO?
was among those opposition party leadsrs arrested and interned. The * 888 organ- !
isation vas banned by the new governsent, and caches of veapons delonging to ths !
® 858" were found at SUBJECT!'s home. After serviog a prison term of two and a half I
(3 1/2) to three (3) years, SUBJECT went voluntarily to Mnland, where he vas eme '
ployed by the Spanish Ministry. Ne remained in Pinland and Sweden until Juae 1940,
. whea he returned %o RIOA, Latvia, following the occupation of Latvia by the Russian i
» %0 scoept an appointment as political leader of the Latvian Arsy with the .
rank of General. In the fall of 1940, when the Latvian Army was reduced to the
level of a Territorial Corps, SUBJECT decame a lscturer on Karxism snd Leniniem at .
the University of RIGA. In 1941 SUBJECT was arrested Yy the German ocoupying au~ |
thorities in Latvia. SUBJECT was anong a group of former meabers of the Latvian
Parligment vho formed the Latvian Central Council, an illegal underground soveaent
in opposition to the Oerman occupation. SUBJEC?T later vas re-arrested by the Gere
mans and placed in & concentration cawp at STUITHOP?, Oermany. Folloving the capit-
wlation of Germany in 1945, SUBJEOT was lidersted and moved t0 Swedea where he was
appointed Chief of ths Department for Baltic Affairs Yy the Social-Democratic
Swedish Government. More recently SUBJECT has been teaching at the University in
STOCKEOLN, Sweden. (B=3)

Aa extensive investigation, prompted by the high position SUBJECT ocoupies in
certala Latvian refuges circles and his governmental background, disclosed sharp
division betveen various Latvian refugee groups aov residing ia various parts of
Europe, vith oconsequeat division in opinion concerning the degree to which SUBJECT

had besn a Communistic aywpathizer. The latest conclusign dated Karch 1950 ipdi- ,
cates & gonsen EOT !
becaiie usioned wi ism (34 =Ruseian,

sod since thak time has Yeed anti-Rusel

There appears to be 0o doudt that SUBJRCT was among the more radical Social-Demo-
crats {n years past, and it appears that he looked upon the entrance of Russians
into Latvia in 1940 as a distinct opportunity for hia to regain high goveramental
position, which he had lost during the period of the ULKANIS government. Aotivi-
ties of SUBJEOT up to the period of the last report (March 1950) imdioate that he
aay still be playing the role of opportunist by attempting to preserve the status
of bis party while in exile. (B=3)
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